
Portage Collegiate Institute 

October 14                    

Thanksgiving, schools 

closed 

October 23                    

Picture Retake Day 

October 25                      

PD Day no classes 

October 29                      

Undergrad Awards           

Gr 11:  9 a.m.                     

Gr 12:  10:05 a.m.           

Gr 10:  11:15 a.m. 

November 6                          

Gr. 9 Take Your Kid to 

Work Day-no gr. 9 classes 

November 7                          

PCI Remembrance Day 

Service 

November 8                         

Admin. Day no classes 

November 11                

Remembrance Day, 

schools closed 

November 21 & 22                      

Student Led Parent   

Teacher Conference        

Nov. 21 4:00—6:30 p.m.          

Nov. 22 10:00-a.m.-1:00 

p.m. (no classes Nov 22) 

December 6                     

School PD, no classes                      

December 23-January 3        

Christmas Break Schools 

Closed 

 

October 2024 

No Parking/Stopping 
The RCMP would like to remind all parents and students that 
the bus loop and 3rd Street S.W., on the side of the street next 
to the school, are no parking/no stopping zones  This includes 
waiting to pick-up students, even if someone is in the 

vehicle.  Please park on the other side of the street to avoid receiving a ticket. Please 
do not wait in the staff parking lots as they get congested. Parents can use the 
student parking lot for drop-offs/pick-ups. 

Home Communication 
A large part of our communication to parents is through email. If you are unsure if we 
have your current email address or your email address has changed, please contact 
the Main Office at 204-857-6843 ext. 1512.  

Newsletters are emailed to parents and are also available on our school website. Stu-
dents and parents can also connect with PCI through our social media accounts: 

   
 
 

                           Instagram: pciprincipal          Facebook:  PciPrincipal 
 

There are several teachers and programs that have classroom Instagram accounts 
too! 

Students should now be connected to their grade level google classrooms. If not, stu-
dents can email their grade level counsellor.  

You can also check out PCI’s website: pci.plpsd.mb.ca 

Undergrad Awards 
Grade 10-12 Students will be recognized for their aca-
demic achievements from the 2023/2024 school year, 
including top marks and honour roll at the Undergrad 
Awards on  
October 29th in the West Gym.     
  Gr. 11 (Last year’s grade 10):  9 a.m.                  
  Gr. 12 (Last  year’s grade 11):  10:05 a.m.          
  Gr. 10 (Last year’s grade 9):  11:15 a.m.  











New PCI Staff 
We would like to welcome the following new staff to PCI: 
 
Teaching Staff:   Support Staff:    Student Services: 
Mme. L. McMaster  Ms. A. Bailey—EA   Ms. L. Curry—Gr. 9 Counsellor 
Mr. B. Nurse   Ms. S. Smith—EA   Ms. J. Cairns—Social Worker 
Mrs. O. Winistok-Miller Mrs. L. Greenslade—EA  Ms. J. Flett—Student Support Worker 
    Ms. C. McIvor    Ms. C. Prince—Indigenous Academic 
          Achievement Coordinator 

Student Fees 
The student fee is $40 for the 2024-2025 school year. This should be paid to to Mrs. 
Neufeld at the finance office in the Prince Charles (PCI East) building before the end of 
October. The fee covers the cost of a school t-shirt, student council activities, and the 
yearbook. 

 
School fees can be paid by cheque, cash, debit (at school finance office) or e-transfer to 
robin.neufeld@plpsd.net.  Please add a comment to your etransfer clarifying what you are paying (eg 
student’s name and class/fee designation). 

Attendance 
If your child is absent from school and needs to be excused due to illness or for an appointment, please 
contact the Main Office to validate at 204-857-6843 extension 1512 or e-mail melissa.murray@plpsd.net.  

 
Stay connected and informed.  The PLPSD Parent Portal is a commu-
nications tool designed to enhance and increase parent & guardian 
involvement in their children's education. The portal provides par-
ents & guardians with secure online access to our Student Infor-
mation System. With a single username and password, you can ac-
cess the following information for each of your children attending a 
PLPSD school:   
 

•         School Bulletin  
•         Student Information  
•         Attendance Information, including excusing ab-
sences  
•         School Fees Account (PCI)  
•         School Information  
•         High School Grad &Credit Summary (PCI)  
•         High School Grades and Assignments (PCI)  
 



Dear Portage la Prairie School Division Families, 
 
On August 15, 2024, Manitoba Education and Early Childhood Learning Minister Nello Altomare directed all Manitoba 
School Divisions to review and revise their technology policies to include clear guidelines for cell phone use in Kinder-
garten to Grade 12 schools. 

In accordance with this directive and our responsibility to foster safe, caring, respectful, and inclusive schools, the Por-
tage la Prairie School Division will implement consistent use expectations across all our schools. We recognize that 
there may be exceptional circumstances requiring accommodations. Administration may approve an exemption for a 
student with a medical (URIS) and/or student-specific learning plan. If students bring a PMD to support their plan/
learning, they must follow the protocols outlined at their school.  Please contact the school if you have questions re-
garding planning for your child. 
 
Personal Mobile Devices (PMD): Personal Mobile Devices may include, but are not limited to, any piece of lightweight 
electronically powered equipment. These devices are typically consumer electronics capable of communications, data 
processing and/or utility. Examples range from hand-held lightweight electronic devices such as tablets, e-readers and 
smartphones to small devices such as MP3 players, smart watches and electronic toys. 
 
Student PMD Use  

In the Portage la Prairie School Division, we aim to cultivate an optimal learning environment that minimizes distrac-
tions and promotes focused engagement in all school activities. By restricting the use of devices during school hours, 
we seek to foster a culture of connection, attentiveness, active participation, and respectful interaction among students 
and teachers. This aligns with our commitment to prioritizing educational excellence and ensuring the well-being of our 
students.  

Grades 9 to 12 

• Students may not use their PMD during class unless directed by the teacher for educational purposes. 

• Students may use their PMDs in the hallways during scheduled breaks. 

We understand that these directives may represent a shift in practice. Schools will communicate with students on an 
ongoing basis to clarify expectations and offer support. We remain committed to educating students regarding the re-
sponsible use of technology and digital citizenship. 

The following resources may provide valuable information to assist with conversations at home: 

PLPSD PMD Guidelines for Kindergarten to Grade 12 
PLPSD Caregivers and Students Online Safety Page - many links to explore 

The Portage la Prairie School Division will assume no responsibility in any circumstance for the loss, destruction, dam-
age or theft of any PMD or for any communication costs associated with the unauthorized use of such devices. Students 
and families are responsible for locating such lost or stolen items. 

Please contact your school's administration if you have any questions or require further information. Thank you for your 
understanding, partnership, and continued commitment to your child(ren)’s success. Wishing everyone a great start to 
the new school year. 

Respectfully,  
Pamela Garnham 
Superintendent/Secretary-Treasurer/CEO 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGPtGfXkiE/6-ITr2NhtRzCRnGlH0OGTQ/view?utm_content=DAGPtGfXkiE&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
https://www.plpsd.mb.ca/caregivers-students/caregiver-cyber-resources


PCI Sources of Strength (SOS) 

 

Sources of Strength (SOS) is a strength-based suicide prevention program that attempts to have a 
diverse group of peer leaders positively impact a wide range of cliques within a school or commu-
nity. Staff will be asked to nominate a diverse group of students that they feel will fit this 
role.  While suicide prevention is a significant part of the training program, the training will focus 
on strengths and fun activities. Students are usually extremely positive about the training, stating 
it was “not what I expected,” “interesting,” “fun,” and “empowering.”  

 

The Sources of Strength Mission is to provide the highest quality prevention for suicide, violence, 
and substance abuse by training, supporting and empowering both peer leaders and caring adults 
to impact their friendship networks and by using rigorous testing to maximize health and protec-
tion in the real world.   

The Sources of Strength Vision is to lead in the field of suicide prevention by respecting differences 
in individuals, communities and cultures and by drawing out stories of strength and healing.  Many 
strengths are more powerful than one, and our united goal is to activate and mobilize these 
strengths in ways that positively change individuals and 
communities. 

Any students interested in joining Sources of Strength, 
please see the grade level guidance counsellor.  There are 
some criteria that students need to meet in order to partic-
ipate fully in the program, but everyone is welcome to talk 
to a guidance counsellor about the possibility of joining the 
PCI SOS Peers.   

Grade Level Teams 
 
The phone extension numbers for the administrator, resource teacher and guidance 
counsellor for each grade are:  
 
Grade 9 – Mr. Arnold, Vice Principal (2523), Mrs. Currie, Counsellor (2526),  Mrs. Mills, Resource (1126) 

Grade 10 – Mr. Pehura, Vice Principal (2525), Ms. Tooth, Counsellor (2527), Mrs. Mason, Resource (2529) 

Grade 11 – Mr. Lacroix, Vice Principal (1513), Ms. Wood, Counsellor (2528), Mr. Reichert, Resource (1523) 

Grade 11.5 – Mr. McKenzie, Principal (1514), Mrs. Pruden, Resource/Counsellor (2013) 

Grade 12 – Mr. McKenzie, Principal (1514), Mrs. Bertholet, Resource/Counsellor (2011) 



Career Centre 
 

You can get job, volunteer and Post-Secondary 
information, as well as, Scholarship and 
Bursary opportunities and Grad Updates from 
the Career Centre. 

 You can visit the Post-Secondary page on the 
PCI website: 

https://pci.plpsd.mb.ca/post-secondary 

or see Mrs Pruden in the Career Centre. 

  

 

 

Students can e-mail Mr. Green at  to set up an 
appointment to talk about any of the programs 
listed below: 

-Credits For Employment 

-The High School Apprenticeship Program 

-The PCI/Red River College Health Care Aide 

Program 

-Employment opportunities 

Storm Days 
If weather conditions are poor, please listen to the radio to determine if the buses 
are running and/or if the schools are closed. The information is also posted on the 
Portage la Prairie School Division website.  If the buses are not running, but the 
school is open, classes will continue as usual with instruction being offered to 
those who attend. In the event that buses do not run in the afternoon we ask that 

the emergency billet information on your student information sheet be updated. We do recognize 
that not everyone can make it to school because of the inclement weather and so every effort will be 
made to make certain that students receive help for the work they have missed. 

Water Bottles 
Water bottle refill stations are available in both buildings—we ask students 
to bring a water bottle from home as water fountains are not available. 

https://pci.plpsd.mb.ca/post-secondary


PCI TEEN CLINIC 

The PCI Teen Clinic is located on the Portage Collegiate Institute campus in the Prince Charles (PCI East) 
Building. There are a variety of health services available for youth and young adults, ages 12-21, from the 
Portage la Prairie area.  

Hours: 8:00 am – 3:30 pm Monday to Friday, Closed for lunch: 12:20 pm—1:20 pm 
Phone: 204-857-6843 ext. 11609    Cell: 204-870-0689 

The Teen Clinic provides an exciting opportunity for youth to begin the process of taking responsibility for 
their health care decisions in a safe, confidential environment. With the ability to consent to or refuse care 
and treatment, youth are encouraged to develop a proactive approach to their health needs.   We are 
staffed by a Nurse Practitioner, Physician, Public Health Nurse, Dietitian, Mental Health & Addictions 
Nurse, and Child & Adolescent Shared Care Mental Health Clinician.  
 

http://www.plpsd.mb.ca/pci/programs/programs_student_services/teen_clinic 

School-Based Shared Health Substance Use Support  
 

Are you concerned about your son’s or daughter’s use of alcohol or other drugs? 
The School Division offers school-based counselling services for students of Portage Collegiate Institute.  
This is a Shared Health Partnership with PCI and our goals are: 
 * To encourage the early identification and referral of students experiencing problems related to 
 their alcohol/other drug or gambling involvement 
 * To prevent students from becoming harmfully involved in alcohol/other drugs or gambling 
 * To assist and support students affected by alcohol/other drug or gambling involvement of people 
                 close to them 
 
For more information, contact:   Addiction Counsellors 
     Phone: 204-857-6843 Ext. 1075 
     Confidential services 

Vehicle Appointments 
 

PCI Auto Shop is once again taking vehicle appoint-
ments.  Appointments can be made by contacting 
the auto shop through their email address: 

  pciautoshop@plpsd.net 

Library 

The library is open every school day 
from 8:30-4:00. In addition to our 
reading collection, PCI students also 
have access to a large collection of 
digital and audio books that can be accessed 
using any computer, e-reader, or cellular device. 
Our staff is here to assist with homework and 
other student needs. As well, board games and 
chess sets are available for use over the lunch 
hour, and contests run throughout the year. Visit 
our instagram page at pci_library.  

http://www.plpsd.mb.ca/pci/programs/programs_student_services/teen_clinic
mailto:pciautoshop@plpsd.net




During the school year there are situations that arise that require schools to limit access to the buildings.  As 
part of a review of the Portage la Prairie School Division’s Emergency Response Plan, all schools will have 3 
selections to limit access if needed. 

 

 



If you have any questions, please contact Mr. McKenzie at the school. 

 

Lawrence McKenzie 

Principal 

Portage Collegiate Institute 

204-857-6843 ext. 1514 




