
Portage Collegiate Institute 

Dates to Remember 

Nov. 29 , 5:15 pm              

Parent Advisory Council   

Library 

Dec. 22-Jan. 4        

Christmas Break 

Schools Closed 

January  12 & 13                 

Parent Teacher  Conf.   

Jan. 30-Feb. 3            

Project/Exam Week 

February 6                  

2nd Semester Begins 

February 7,8,9,10     

Grad Photos—Multi 

February 9                                

2nd Semester Photos 

February 17                 

PD No Classes 

February 20                

Louis Riel Day No 

School 

March 6  K-12       

Admin. Day—No classes 

March 27-31          

Spring Break     

SCHOOLS CLOSED 

April 7                       

Good Friday       

SCHOOLS CLOSED 

April 20 & 21              

Parent/Teacher  Conf.           

April 24                           

K-12 PD No Classes 

May 22                        

Victoria Day             

SCHOOLS CLOSED 

November 2022 

Attendance 
We are always looking at ways of improving attendance as well as developing better 
home contact. Parents / guardians must validate all student absences by a phone call,  
e-mail or a note brought to the main office. To validate an absence, please contact the 
main office at 204-857-6843 ext 1512 or e-mail Melissa Murray at 
melissa.murray@plpsd.net .  
Administrators send attendance letters for unexcused absences on the first and 
fifteenth of each month. 

PCI BrightArrow Parents 
BrightArrow Parent will be replacing the Parent Portal and will allow you to view your 
student’s information including attendance and fees.  Once we have BrightArrow up and 
running you will receive an email regarding login information.   Our hope is to have this 
running by January.  We appreciate your patience!   
In the meantime you can receive information regarding student fees currently owing by 
calling Mrs. Neufeld at 204-857-6843 ext 1516 or by email at robin.neufeld@plpsd.net 

No Parking/Stopping 
Parents and students are advised to drop off or park in the student parking lot Students 
are to be dropped off on 3rd St S.W. for the Prince Charles Building (PCI East) and in the 
student parking lot along Saskatchewan Avenue for the PCI West Building. This will help 
to avoid unnecessary congestion on 3rd St. S.W., thank you. 

The RCMP would like to remind all parents and students that 3rd Street S.W., on the side 
of the street next to the school and the bus loop are a no parking/no stopping 
zone.  This includes waiting to pick up students, even if someone is in the 
vehicle.  Please park on the other side of the street to avoid receiving a ticket. 

Parent Teacher Conferences & Parent Advisory Council 

PCI will have its first Parent Advisory Council meeting on Tuesday, November 29th at 
5:15 pm in the library.  All parents are welcome to attend. 

Parent Teacher Conference will be held Thursday, January 12th in the evening & 
Friday, January 13th in the morning. 

School Website 
The school website is a good source of information on the school including the 
Student Handbook.  Please go to pci.plpsd.mb.ca regularly to keep up to date on 
school news. 

School Survey 
PCI will be sending out a survey for students and parents to look at ways to improve 
PCI.    Those who complete the survey can have their name entered to win prizes from 
Locker to Locker.  The survey opens on Monday, Nov. 21 at 9:00 a.m. and closes on Friday, 

Nov. 25 at 3:30 p.m.   Please use the following link for the survey when it opens: 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=Jo4fMob6q0CYazqSs2z4fBdUqzQO2HBFtLQ7JrkPN5lUN0xZWkMxVlNVOEtDMUcxSTd
LWDlGSjNBSS4u 



Library 
The library is open every school day from 8:00-4:30. In addition to our reading collection, PCI students also have 
access to a large collection of digital and audio books that can be accessed using any computer, e-reader, or 
cellular device.  Our staff are here to assist with homework and other student needs. As well, board games and 
chess sets are available for use over the lunch hour.  Follow us on Instagram at pci_library to learn about what is in 
our collection and any new contests we are running.    

Student Fees 
The student fee of  $40 is due for the 2022-2023 school year.  This should be paid to the homeroom teacher 
or Mrs. Neufeld at the finance office. E-transfers can also be sent to robin.neufeld@plpsd.net.   The fee 
covers the cost of  the student phone, PCI t-shirt, the yearbook, and other school wide  
activities and interests. 

Cell Phone Policy 
Students are allowed to use communication devices in the hallways and 
canteen areas on campus.  Any devices used in class are at the discretion of 
the teacher.  Devices that are confiscated for improper use will be returned to 

a parent or guardian at the main office.  Repeat offenders will be dealt with in 
accordance with the school discipline policy. 

Email / Newsletters 
A large part of our communication to parents requires that we have a 
current email address.  If you are unsure if we have your email or your email 
has changed, please contact the main office at melissa.murray@plpsd.net. 

Newsletters are  emailed to parents and are  available on our school website. 

Locker to Locker 

In addition to offering school clothing and student-run business products in-store, the Marketing 
students are also launching Locker to Locker online.  

 

Currently, the following products and businesses are available online: 

• School clothing (sizes and colours are updated in real time) 

• Locker to Locker e-gift cards - available in any denomination above 

$5 and can be sent to yourself or to  

another recipient (these are great for student incentives or rewards) 

  
We plan to have more student businesses featured both in-store and online throughout the remainder 
of the school year. 
 All physical items purchased online will be available for pick-up from Locker to Locker during school 
hours.  
 The Locker to Locker online store can be found at:  
  

lockertolocker.square.site 

https://lockertolocker.square.site/


Guidance Counsellors 
Grade 9: Ms. Wood ext 2528 
Grade 10:  Ms. Pruden ext  2526 
Grade 11:  Mrs. Tooth ext 2527 
Grade 11.5: Ms. Clifford-Bousquet ext 2013 
Grade 12:  Mrs. Bertholet ext 2011 

Upload Your Photos to Yearbook 
 

 

Xmas Classic Tournament  

Dec 2 & 3 at Stride Place  

Come out and support  

the girls hockey team. 

PCI Writers Club 

Like to write stories or poetry?  Want to improve your 
writing skills?  You might be interested in joining the PCI 
Writers’ Club.  This club provides opportunities for stu-
dents of all grade levels and writing abilities to write, 
share ideas, and collaborate with other clubs/students 
throughout the 
building. If this is something you may be interested in, fill 

out the Google form (https://bit.ly/3dycC1b) and submit 

or see Mr. Wermie 

Band & Guitar 
Concert  

 

Wednesday,  

December 14th, 7:00 pm  

West Gym 

Hats & Hoods 
Students are allowed to wear hats in the 
hallways and canteen areas on campus.  
However, all hoods must be removed when 
entering the buildings. 

https://bit.ly/3dycC1b


SCHOOL BUS UPDATES 

Storm Days 
If weather conditions are poor, please listen to the radio to determine if the buses are running 
and/or if the schools are closed.  The information is also posted on the Portage School Division 
web site.  If the buses are not running, but the school is open, classes will continue as usual 
with instruction being offered to those who attend.  In the event that buses do not run in the 
afternoon we ask that the emergency billet information on your student information sheet be 
updated.  We do recognize that not everyone can make it to school because of the inclement 
weather and so every effort will be made to make certain that students receive help for the work 
that they have missed. 

Winter Attire 
When students are 
riding a bus either to 
travel to or from 
school or on an ex-
tracurricular trip, they 
must be dressed ap-
propriately for the 
weather.  For stu-
dents that are not 
dressed appropriate-
ly, the parent will be 
contacted by the 

school and the parent will have to pick-up the 
student after school.  It is for safety reasons that 
all students need to be dressed appropriately. 

Morning Pick Ups 
Please ensure that your stu-
dent(s) are out at the bus stop 
a few minutes before pick up 
time so that they are ready to 
board at pick up time.  If you 
are unsure of your pick-up time 
please confirm with your bus 
driver or call the office.  Stu-
dents waiting in their house 
until the bus arrives adds time 
to the route, which makes the bus late, and 
down the line students end up waiting out-
side during inclement weather. 

Bus Status Updates 
The School Division Website has a great school bus feature.  On the 
home page you will notice a little green school bus in the header.  Green 
means all buses are running on time.  Yellow means one or more buses 
have been delayed.  Red means one or more buses have been can-
celled.  If you click on the bus you will have a list of buses with the yellows 
and reds at the top of the list in numerical order. 
We also update Facebook (PLPSD Transportation Department) and Twitter 
(PLPSD_Transportation) when buses are running late or cancelled.  Please follow 

us. 
In the near future we will have a text, phone call, e-mail option for updating parents on bus sta-
tus.   If you get a text saying it is from the Portage School Division and to reply YES to continue to 
receive notifications, please know that it is not a scam and you need to reply YES.  If you do not 
reply YES then you will not receive future text notifications of your student(s) bus status. 



Career Center 

You can get job, volunteer and Post-Secondary 
information, as well as, Scholarship and Bursary 
opportunities and Grad Updates from the Career 
Centre by: 

• Joining the Grade 12 Google Classroom  - Class 
code: 3qt3jqg  

• PCI Career Centre Page  https://pci.plpsd.mb.ca/
student-services/career-centre 

• PCI website Post-secondary page  https://
pci.plpsd.mb.ca/post-secondary  

• PCI Grad Page:  https://pci.plpsd.mb.ca/grad    To 
be updated when we get Grad 2023 information  

Visit Ms Bousquet in the Career Centre.  

For other Career opportunities, see Mr. Hordeski in 
his East Office 

Email:  blair.hordeski@plpsd.net 

  

Volunteer Info: 

Many community organizations are in need of volun-

teers.  Volunteering looks good on resumes and scholarship 

applications, and can lead to a part-time job, a good refer-

ence and even a career choice.  Drop by the Career Center to see what’s available. 

Employment Opportunities: 

Some employers advertise job opportunities with the Career Centre. Come check out 

what is available. 

Contact Info:  Questions?  Contact Kellee Clifford-Bousquet   

kellee.bousquet@plpsd.net  204-857-6843  Extension 2013  

Questions?  Contact Kellee Clifford-Bousquet  kellee.bousquet@plpsd.net or 204-857-6843 Ext. 2013.  

Ho Ho Ho 
 

It's that special time of year again 
at PCI Hairstyling Academy 

We love Christmas &  love to share it with you all 
Christmas shampoo sets, beautiful brushes, Hempz gift packs 

Stocking stuffers galore for the whole family 
& so much more! 

Hours:   Monday-Friday 9:00-11:30 am & 1:30-4:00 pm 
Wednesday & Thursdays open through  lunch 

PCI West building  room 15 
Call 204-857-6946 Instagram @pcihairstyling 

https://pci.plpsd.mb.ca/student-services/career-centre
https://pci.plpsd.mb.ca/student-services/career-centre
https://pci.plpsd.mb.ca/post-secondary
https://pci.plpsd.mb.ca/post-secondary
https://pci.plpsd.mb.ca/grad




Shared Health/Addictions 
 
The Shared Health/Addictions  office has moved upstairs in the PCI East Building (Prince Charles).  The 
extension number has changed as well: 204-857-6843 ext. 1075.  Concerned about your son’s or daugh-
ter’s use of alcohol or other drugs? 
 
The School Division offers school-based counselling services for students of Portage Collegiate Institute.  
The goals of the partnership between Shared Health/Addictions  &  Portage Collegiate are: 
 
• To encourage the early identification and referral of students experiencing problems related to their 
alcohol/other drug or gambling involvement 
• To prevent students from becoming harmfully involved in alcohol/other drugs or gambling 
• To assist and support students affected by alcohol/other drug or gambling involvement of people close 
to them 
 
For more information, contact:   Addiction Counsellors, Confidential services 

WHAT IS SOURCES OF STRENGTH (SOS)? 

We are a group of diverse students and adults from many different corners and cultures of our school and 
community. We believe that life has ups and downs, that all of us will go through good times and tough 

times. Our mission is to ensure that during the rough times no one gets 
so overwhelmed or hopeless that they want to give up. 

Our mission is to spread Hope, Help, and Strength into every corner of 
our community.    

Our mission is to help students and staff turn to their strengths and their 
supports that are all around. We are Connectors to Help and Strength. 

Our mission recognizes that our voice  has great power and we use it 
to BREAK the SILENCE when someone is struggling, and to connect them 

to the help they need and deserve.    

We Spread Hope by focusing on stories of strength, rather than on stories of trauma. We know our most 
powerful impact comes from our personal actions, conversations, and messages that use our music, our art, 

our writing, our activities, our social media, our culture, and our voice. This gives life to our efforts. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portage la Prairie RCMP would like to remind everyone to be safe around water and 

ice at this time of year. Officers are seeing people on Crescent Lake and the ice is 

very thin putting themselves at danger. 

In and around the area, most lakes, rivers, creeks and ponds are beginning to freeze 

over. Ice does not freeze uniformly and can be unsafe. Ice thickness measurement 

is only a guideline and does not always mean the ice is safe. 

Some, but not all safety tips for venturing out on the ice could be: 

Children should always be supervised when near ice and water and teach them 

ice safety 

Never go on the ice alone 

Let someone know where you are going and when you will return when ventur-

ing onto the ice 

Carry items to help you get out of the water if the ice breaks up like ice picks, 

ropes or life jacket 

Avoid going onto the ice at night 

Carry a plastic pealess whistle or a flashlight to signal for help 



During the school year there are situations that arise that require schools to limit access to the buildings.  As 
part of a review of the Portage la Prairie School Division’s Emergency Response Plan, all schools will have 3 
selections to limit access if needed. 

 

 



If you have any questions, please contact Mr. McKenzie at the school. 

 

Lawrence McKenzie 

Principal 

Portage Collegiate Institute 

204-857-6843 ext. 1514 




